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worker can actually make that re-
quest. They have never had that right 
in Mexico. They, often enough, don’t 
have it here. We can then determine 
whether worker rights have been vio-
lated and then take action against the 
company that did it. We have never 
done it that way. We haven’t had good 
results because of that. 

We can apply punitive damages when 
companies stop workers from orga-
nizing. If they keep doing it, we stop 
their goods from coming into the 
United States. You enforce it at the 
factory level by saying: If you keep 
violating this trade agreement, you are 
not sending your products into the 
United States. That will make them 
behave. 

When Mexican workers have the 
power to form real unions and nego-
tiate for higher wages, it helps our 
workers. Right now, Mexican workers 
can be paid as little as $6.50—not an 
hour but a day. We have been asking 
American workers to compete with 
that. We have already heard some crit-
ics say that Brown-Wyden will force 
Mexican wages to rise. I plead guilty. 
That is the entire point—to take away 
the incentive. If Mexican wages go up, 
it makes U.S. companies less likely to 
shut down production in Steubenville 
or Lisbon or in Bryan, OH, and move 
overseas. It takes away the incentive 
for those companies to relocate. 

I want to be clear. I will always be 
straight with American workers. This 
is not a perfect agreement. One trade 
deal that Democrats fixed will not 
undo the rest of Trump’s economic 
policies that put corporations over 
workers. 

This deal will not stop outsourcing 
when we have President Trump’s tax 
plan that gives companies a tax break 
to send American jobs to Mexico. Here 
is how the President’s tax bill that was 
rammed through this Senate a year or 
so ago works: If you are in Springfield, 
OH, your corporate tax rate is 21 per-
cent. If you move—pull up stakes and 
move to Mexico or anywhere else—your 
tax rate is 10.5 percent. Even with this 
good trade agreement, we cannot stop 
that kind of outsourcing because the 
President insists on helping his cor-
porate buddies. 

I will keep fighting his corporate 
trade policies and tax policies just as 
we did in this agreement. We have a lot 
more work to do to make our trade 
agreements more pro-worker. 

I will vote yes for the first time ever 
on a trade agreement because, by in-
cluding Brown-Wyden, Democrats have 
made this agreement much more pro- 
worker. We set an important precedent 
for the future that Brown-Wyden must 
now be included in every trade agree-
ment in the years ahead. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING ALFRED J. RIOUX 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 
rise today with a heavy heart to pay 
tribute to Alfred J. Rioux, a dedicated 
public servant, advocate, and friend to 
many. Sadly, Mr. Rioux passed away 
on November 9, 2019, at the age of 85. 
He will be remembered for his commit-
ment to Connecticut and his jovial 
spirit. 

Born in Hartford, CT, Al served in 
the Navy as a seaman 2nd class and 
deep-sea diver on the USS Skylark dur-
ing the Korean war. Once discharged, 
he started an apprenticeship in Hart-
ford for the Arrow-Hart Hegeman Com-
pany as a tool and die engineer. 

Upon moving to Newington, CT, with 
his family, Al began working in real es-
tate and insurance. At the same time, 
he became a member of the Con-
necticut Home Builders Association, 
helping to develop single-family homes 
in his town. This initial involvement in 
Newington would serve as the catalyst 
for Al’s lifelong devotion to Con-
necticut politics. 

In the 1970s and 1980s, some of Al’s 
pivotal roles included helping Bill Cot-
ter successfully win his first term in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, 
serving as an aide to Congressman Cot-
ter, a 15-year position as the 
Newington Democratic Party’s Town 
chairman, and attending the 1980 
Democratic National Convention as a 
delegate in support of President Jimmy 
Carter. He also served two terms as the 
sheriff of Hartford County. 

Al gave back to his communities out-
side of politics, as well. In one of the 
first kidney transplants performed at 
Hartford Hospital through Dr. Robert 
Schweitzer and Dr. Stanley Bartus’s 
transplant program, Al received a kid-
ney from his sister, Dorothy Williams, 
in 1975. This successful operation led 
him to organize the Connecticut Kid-
ney Research Fund Golf Tournament. 
Throughout its many years, the tour-
nament helped raise hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars in support of Hartford 
Hospital’s kidney transplant research. 

Through his involvement in Con-
necticut politics, transplant advocacy, 
and numerous organizations, Al left a 

lasting impression on everyone around 
him thanks to his zeal for life and read-
iness to help others. 

My wife Cynthia and I extend our 
deepest sympathies to Al’s family dur-
ing this difficult time, particularly to 
his wife Elma and his many children, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children. May their many wonderful 
memories of Al provide them solace 
and comfort.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALL AMERICAN 
BEEF BATTALION 

∑ Mr. GARDNER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the commendable 
actions of the group known as All 
American Beef Battalion, which pro-
vided an immeasurable service to our 
veterans, active servicemembers, and 
their families at Fort Carson in Colo-
rado Springs, CO, on Veterans Day. 

Bill Broadie, a veteran who was in-
jured during the Vietnam war, was dis-
mayed to find on his return home that 
anti-war protesters were not just op-
posed to the conflict, but actively di-
rected their ire at troops returning 
from the war. After the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Broadie—now a cattle-
man in Kansas—wanted to provide a 
service that showed the troops about to 
deploy into war that their service 
would not go unappreciated. In 2008, 
the All American Beef Battalion was 
born. 

Broadie utilized his cowboy instincts 
to come up with an innovative way to 
show the appreciation he and so many 
American men and women feel toward 
these brave servicemembers: a ribeye 
steak dinner for the servicemembers 
and their loved ones. With that pur-
pose, the volunteers at the All Amer-
ican Beef Battalion have served over 
400,000 people across 26 States, includ-
ing my home State of Colorado, where 
they have hosted these dinners at least 
10 times. 

On November 10, 2019, they served 150 
veterans and their families at the Fra-
ternal Order of Eagles No. 143 in Colo-
rado Springs, CO. This provided a won-
derful way for these men and women to 
celebrate our Nation’s 101st Veterans 
Day and, as a special treat for the 
former U.S. Marines present there, the 
244th birthday of the U.S. Marine 
Corps. 

Our country’s military 
servicemembers, both veterans and Ac-
tive Duty, sacrifice so much in defense 
of our freedoms. I am so pleased that 
the All American Beef Battalion has 
found a unique way to show these 
brave men and women how much we 
appreciate their service.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Roberts, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
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